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NEWS 


Gains and Losses Set for Students Studying Abroad 


More access to financial aid but less reimbursement for airfare 


By Colin Ellis 
Staff Writer 


Recent changes to the study-abroad 
program could be a make-or-break deal 
for many students considering the pro- 
gram. 

In past years, the college allowed 
for 90 percent of a student’s aid to be 
transferred to her or his desired pro- 
gram. Recent changes allow 100 per- 
cent of that financial aid to be applied, 
starting in the fall of 2011. 

Peggy Imai, director of the study- 
abroad program, hopes the change will 
inspire more students to go abroad, she 
said 

“For the neediest students that 
10 percent could mean a substantial 





“We've made changes 
that we hope will 
expand accessibility for 

international studies for our 

students.” 


Karen Talentino 
Vice President of Academic Affairs 


amount,” Imai said. 

Since the changes won’t go into ef- 
fect until the fall of 2011, there is one 
more group of students studying abroad 
who will not be eligible to carry over 
100 percent of their financial aid. 

Junior Taylor Wahrenbrock, a 
French and biology major, will be 
studying in Grenoble, France in the 
spring. She receives a scholarship, but 
will only be granted 90 percent of her 
current financial aid. 

“It’s unfair we only get 90 per- 
cent,” Wahrenbrock said. “It should be 
100 percent because [studying abroad] 
is part of the St. Michael’s experience.” 


The catch to the more generous aid 
is that the college will no longer be re- 
imbursing students for their airfare. In- 
stead, scholarships from the Politi Fund, 
a grant available to students who study 
abroad, will be awarded to students 
participating in programs that the col- 
lege believes offer optimum learning, 
said Karen Talentino, vice president of 
academic affairs. 

These programs include participat- 
ing in field-based research, internships, 
student teaching, service learning or 
studying a second 
language. 
Talen- 
tod no 
said she 
hopes 
that the 
new program 
will make stu- 
dents push themselves 
to get to know a different cul- 
ture. 





“We encourage students to select 
countries and programs that we think 
offer the most optimum learning op- 
portunities in regions with increasing 
importance,” Talentino said. 

In the past, the college allowed 
students to make their own travel ar- 
rangements for their semester abroad, 
and they could apply for reimburse- 
ment upon return. Talentino said many 
students didn’t even apply for the reim- 
bursement. 

Students who plan to travel abroad 
starting in 2011 can apply for grants 
ranging from $1,000 to $1,800 to cov- 
er their airfare. The hope is that this 
change will force students to take the 
process more seriously. 

“There’s a limited number [of ap- 
plications] so students will have to be 
careful of deadlines,” Imai said. 

Talentino said the college recog- 
nizes non-English speaking regions as 
having “increasing importance.” Stu- 
dents traveling to these regions, includ- 


ing Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and 
Central and Latin American countries, 
will be given special consideration for 
reimbursement, she noted. 

“We encourage students to get out 
of their comfort zones and push them- 
selves both intellectually and cultur- 
ally,” Talentino said. 

The Politi Fund will be giving ad- 
ditional money to the MOVE program 
for international service trips held 
throughout the year. The fund will al- 
low students going on faculty-led aca- 
demic trips to defray the cost by $500. 

Additionally, two or more stu- 
dents will be named each 


year 
as winners 

of a Politi 
International Fel- 
lowship, which will grant them 

$5,000 and appropriate financial aid to 
spend one full academic year studying 
abroad, Talentino said. 

Heidi St. Peter, director of the 
MOVE office, said it’s important that 
students engage in service around the 
world. 

“Tt’s a testament to who we are as a 
college,” St. Peter said. 

The final reasoning for the change 
came from a desire to create a lasting 
and beneficial program, Over the years 
some programs have been dropped, 
such as a semester at sea, which “didn’t 
offer students a deep cross-cultural ex- 
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perience,” Talentino said. 

Currently, about 40 percent of 
St. Michael’s students study abroad at 
some point during their college edu- 
cation, Talentino and Imai both said. 
They hope that these program changes 
will allow more students to at least one 
semester abroad. 

“We’ve made changes that we hope 
will expand accessibility of internation- 
al studies for our students,” Talentino 
said. 








Politi Fund Scholarships 


The Politi Fund grant will be 
awarded to students participating 
in programs the college believes 
offer optimum learning. 

These programs include: 


» Field-based research 

> Service learning 

> Student teaching 

b& Studying a second language 


NEWS 





Physics Professor Receives State Honor 


By Taylor Lange 
Staff Writer 


Alain Brizard, a physics professor 
at St. Michael’s College, was recently 
recognized by the Vermont Academy 
of Science and Engineering (VASE) for 
his contributions to science. 

Brizard has been an associate pro- 
fessor of physics at St. Michael’s since 
2006 and has authored two books. 

Founded in 1995, VASE has sought 
to recognize an accomplished and rec- 
ognized scientist or engineer, as one of 
its primary goals. VASE also promotes 
scientific studies within Vermont and 
aims to educate citizens about specific 
scientific fields. VASE works to help 
the government solve specific prob- 
lems. 

Brizard is one of four scientists to 
be recognized this year by VASE and 
said that it was a “great honor.” 

Brizard, the only St. Michael’s pro- 
fessor to be recognized by VASE, said 
he has no doubt that there will be many 
more to follow. 

Chris Allen, president of VASE, 


Housing Coordinator to Knight Card Cashier | 


Sheryl Fleury takes on a new role in the 


By Mia Weber 
Executive Editor 


After 19 years in the Student Life 
office, former housing coordinator 
Sheryl Fleury has embarked on a new 
challenge as a full-time cashier in the 
Knight Card office. She began work at 
her new post on Monday, Oct. 25. 

Last summer, when the new 
swipe-card system was being imple- 
mented and Fleury got a chance to. 
work closely with Liz Jackson, former 
cashier in the Knight Card office; with 
the recent retirement of cashier Linda 
Cueto, the cashier position became 
available and the sense is that Fleury 
saw it as a new challenge and a chance 
to continue working with Jackson, said 
Michael Samara, dean of students. 

“Tm excited for learning some- 


Brizard teaches his modern physics class. 


noted that the process is extremely se- 
lective. : 

VASE holds annual elections and 
looks for two major elements. Candi- 
dates must have heavily researched a 
specific field and must have also pre- 
sented their findings to the public in 
order to be considered. 


thing new,” Fleury said. “When you 
do Seachine for so long, things can 
become routine and stale...my brain is 
going to be active again.” 

As a member of the Knight Card 
team, Fleury hopes to work with Jack- 
son to possibly extend the office’s 
hours and bring a new energy to it, 
she said. However, she will miss the 
level of interaction with students that 
she had as housing coordinator, she 
added. 

A three-person team consisting 
of Josh Chamberlain, Kerri Leach and 
Denise Tougas, all from within the 
Student Life office will replace Fl- 
eury, whose name has become almost 
synonymous with the housing process 
on campus, said director of Residence 
Life and Assistant Dean of students 
Lou DiMasi. 





Photo by Lily Key 


‘Brizard has made over 20 public 
presentations and published over 50 
articles in addition to his textbooks, he 
said. However, he could not say which 
studies were specifically looked at by 
VASE. 

The main purpose of VASE, in his 
eyes, he said, is “to be able to commu- 


“[Chamberlain, Leach and Tou- 
gas] are all kind of stepping up to grab 
the challenge and bring themselves to 
a little bit of a different level,” DiMasi 
said. “We ask for patience as we go 
through this time of transition.” 

Fleury has complete faith in the 
team replacing her, she said, noting 
that Chamberlain filled in for her last 
year while she was out having sur- 
gery. 

“T didn’t want to leave 
them in a state of chaos 
[in the Student Life 
office],” Fleury 
said, adding that 
although she 
will no longer 
be a part of 
the housing 
process, she 
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Michael's Community — 


nicate a need for science and its purpose 
in society.” 

Junior Adam Thomson, sees how 
Brizard tries to relate an understanding 
of science in the classroom. 

“He really pushes you to do your 
best not only with grades, but to under- 
stand the material with the deepest un- 
derstanding you can,” Thomson said. 

Brizard is now able to nominate 
a VASE teacher of the year for his or 
her work in the classroom. This year, he 
looks forward to nominating a middle 
school teacher. 

VASE operates on a small budget, 
giving Brizard’s no cash award for fur- 
ther research. However, he has hopes 
of getting involved in scientific issues 
at the political and governmental level. 
One issue in particular is using wind 
power as a viable energy resource. 

Brizard does not think anything 
will change regarding his future within 
the department. 

“The point of the VASE mission 
has to do with the teaching,” Brizard . 
said. “I don’t think of it as more work.” 





plans to do extensive raining wih a 
new team and has no problem helping 
out during room draw in the — fe 






















By Colleen Moore 
News Editor 


First-Year UVM Student Found Dead 

A first-year UVM student was found dead in the 
Chittenden Hall dormitory on Oct. 18. Police have identi- 
fied the student as Alexander Chernik, and do not sus- 
pect that other students or foul play was involved in the 
death. Chernik was found in his room by other students 
that evening. The cause of death is being withheld due to 
an ongoing investigation. 

-UVM Cynic 


Permit Decreases Crowds Downtown 

Due to new city rules, bar and nightclub owners in 
Burlington are required to obtain permits for 18-and-over 
nights. The experimental change went into effect Oct. 1. 
Venues such as Lift, Rasputin’s and Nectar’s have seen 
smaller crowds since the permit requirement went into 
effect. 

-The Burlington Free Press 


Epidemic Leaves Hundreds Dead in Haiti 
A cholera outbreak in Haiti had left 250 people dead 
and over 3,100 infected as of Oct. 25. The Red Cross and 
other organizations are sending doctors and aid to the 
country as quickly as possible. Haiti, the poorest country 
in the Western Hemisphere, has not experienced a cholera 
epidemic in at least 100 years. This is the worst emergen- 
cy to strike the country since the earthquake on Jan. 12. 
-The New York Times 


Albino Moose Killed in Northern Vermont 
A 774 pound albino moose was shot near Norton, Vt. 
on Wednesday Oct. 20. The rare moose, with pink eyes 
and white fur, is believed to be a true albino. The moose 
was shot on the fifth day of the six-day moose ee 
season in Vermont. 
-The Burlington Free Press 


Not-So-Stealthy Submarine Runs Aground 
The HMS Astute submarine, of the Royal Navy, 
ran aground in Scotland’s Isle of Skye on Oct. 22. It is 
Britain’s “stealthiest” submarine, with acoustic panels 
to mask sonar signals. However as of last Friday, it was 
above the water and easy to spot. 
-The New York Times 








News 


New Fighter Jets Looking For 
Clearance in Burlington Skies 


By Sarah Silverman 
Columns Editor 


An environmental impact 
statement by the U.S. Air Force, 
due to be published in the spring, 
could be the deciding factor in 
whether Burlington International 
Airport (BTV) will be a base for 
F-35 fighter jets. 

The Air Force has decided 
to stop buying F-16 Fighting Fal- 
cons, which now operate from 
BTV, and upgrade to the new 
F-35. 

In 2001, the contract for pro- 
duction of the F-35 was awarded 
to Lockheed Martin, a major 
Pentagon supplier. The full cost 
of the 2,866 planes that the Air 
Force plans to purchase was es- 
timated in 2008 to total $231 bil- 
lion. 

“T don’t know if people re- 
ally understand what’s happen- 
ing in the military-industrial 
complex and how much money 
is spent on defense, wars, and 
how this is impacting our rela- 
tionship with other countries,” 
said Roger Bourassa, a retired 
Air Force lieutenant colonel who 
is helping lead opposition to the 
basing of roughly two dozen F- 
35s at BTV. 


The F-35 was originally es- 
timated to cost $80 million each. 
This estimate has now sky-rock- 
eted to $131 million each and 
$322.6 billion for 2,457 jets, ac- 
cording to the Government Ac- 
countability Office, a federal 
watchdog agency. The F-35 will 
be the most expensive weapon 
system ever manufactured. 

“The Air Force has made a 
decision to modernize its F-16 
fighters, which are nearing their 
life cycle,” said Brigadier Gener- 
al Steve Cray, assistant adjutant 
general for the Vermont Air Na- 
tional Guard. 

Cray said the lifespan for 
an F-16 depends on the amount 
of flying time, but usually last 
around 19 years. 

In 2008, more powerful en- 
gines were installed in the F-16, 
yet no environmental analysis 
was done to determine whether 
Burlington could handle the ad- 
dition, said Meaghan Emery, a 
member of the South Burlington 
City Council. Emery spoke at an 
Oct. 13 forum organized by the 
Stop the F-35 Coalition. 

The upgrade of the F-16 en- 
gines will extend the lifespan of 
the jets until approximately 2017, 


when the F-35 is scheduled to re- 
place them, Cray said. 

Bourassa said the F-35 is 
another weapons system that 
the government is pushing on 
the American people. The plane 
poses environmental threats to 
the Burlington area and repre- 
sents an incentive for the U.S. to 
wage aggressive wars, he added. 

However, Cray offered an- 
other view. Having the F-35 in 
Burlington will secure the future 
of the local branch of the Air 
Natural Guard for, potentially, 
another 20 to 30 years, he said. 

“One of the reasons [the Air 
Force] is really taking a good 
look at Burlington is that the air 
here is much less polluted than 
elsewhere,” Bourassa said. 

Tests conducted last Febru- 
ary by the Chittenden County 
Metropolitan Planning Orga- 
nization found the air quality 
in Burlington is close to failing 
health standards, Emery said. 

“Other potential bases have 
more pollution. Therefore, if 
the F-35 came in, it would put it 
above the standard,’ Bourassa 
said. 


(See PLANES page 9) 





Photo courtesy of http://f3Sinsouthburlington. blogspot.com 
The new F-35 jet will potentially be flying over Burlington in 2018. 





THE DEFENDER * Tuesday, October 26, 2010 * Vol. 29, Issue No. 7 


NEWS 





Professor Ratings May Go Digital 


SUMMAs could be dropped after test of online system completed this semester 


By Lauren Barone 
Staff Writer 


Adding to the list of tech- 
nological upgrades St. Mi- 
chael’s has been making re- 
cently, a new electronic course 
evaluation rivaling the tradi- 
tional SUMMA rating system 
is getting a trial run this se- 
mester. 

The new system, Digital 
Measures, has already been 
successfully implemented at 
the University of Michigan and 
Boston University, among oth- 
ers, according to its website. It 
will allow the administration 
to choose from a databank of 
evaluation questions, as well as 
create custom questions. 

Karen Talentino, vice 
president of academic affairs, 
has been working on imple- 
menting the system since last 
year, but the move to an online 
format has been in discussion 
since 2008. 

“The faculty had a com- 


mittee working on a possible 
revision of the course evalua- 
tion process for at least a year, 
if not two years,’ Talentino 
said. “For the most part, every- 
thing was pretty positive.” 

Last spring, 20 professors 
tested the electronic system, 
and all reported good results. 
This led to the order of a full- 
year pilot test for the 2010-2011 
school year. 


“T know we have 
fantastic teachers 
here, but everyone 
can get better.” 





Karen Talentino 
Vice President of Academic Affairs 


Displeasure with the 
SUMMaAs was also a factor in 
the move to an electronic sys- 
tem. Jeffrey Trumbower, dean 
of the college, noted the lag in 


evaluation return to teachers as 
a major problem. 

“They come back a couple 
months later, and we have no 
control of it,” Trumbower said. 
Trumbower also cited other is- 
sues, such as cost, as a factor in 
the decision. 

The actual questions for 
the electronic pilot will be 
similar, but not identical, to 
those in the SUMMA, accord- 
ing to Trumbower. For the 
pilot, there will be no custom 
questions; however, that will 
change if the electronic system 
becomes permanent. 

“There will be an oppor- 
tunity to change questions and 
develop some that St. Michael’s 
is happy with,” Talentino said. 

Professors will be able to 
use both the new electronic 
system and the SUMMAs. 
According to Trumbower, the 
SUMMaAs can be incorporated 
into the portfolio for professors 
up for tenure. Those eligible 
for tenure within the next two 
years will also have a special 








provision during this pilot 
time. 

“We are giving the option 
for people who are coming 
up for tenure this year or next 
year...they have the option of 
doing a paper form that we’re 
going to devise that will be 
SUMMA-like,” Trumbower 
said. “This is to prevent loss of 
data in case of technical issues 
with the electronic system.” 

How to distribution the 
evaluations to students is still 
up for debate. Trumbower and 
Talentino had several options 
to choose from, such as send- 
ing a link via e-mail or asking 
students to bring laptops to 
class to complete the evalua- 
tions. The most popular option, 
however, was to provide an in- 
centive to complete the evalua- 
tion, such as extra points on the 
class’ final exam. 

“That could be one of the 
options out there, that we build 
it as part of the culture, that 
there’s some incentive in the 
course for, and it could be mild 


and very small, but some in- 
centive to do this,” Trumbower 


said. 

Student participation is 
the deciding factor in perma- 
nently implementing the sys- 
tem, according to Talentino 
and Trumbower. They hope 


for stronger and more rounded 


student feedback. 

Sophomore Saja Willard 
said that the new system will 
be more effective than the 


SUMMA. 

“If we can answer more 
questions I think that’ll give 
them more information,” Wil- 
lard said. “I feel like the ques- 
tions before were really broad 
and didn’t say much of any- 
thing about the teacher or the 
school.” 

Talentino is hoping for 
a positive practical outcome 
from this pilot run. 

“T know we have fantastic 
teachers here, but everyone can 
get better,” she said. 


We See You Swiping, But You Can’t Come In 


Many students have been unable to get into buildings after the system went live earlier this semester 


By Kendra Gravelle 
Fact Checker 


Despite excitement over 
the novelty of a swipe-card 
entry system, it has not come 
without complications. Since 
the installation of this system 
earlier this semester, many stu- 
dents have found themselves 
unable to enter residence halls 
due to various malfunctions. 

The system, the budget 
for which was approximately 
$400,000, was installed by 


a Connecticut-based com- 
pany called Kolram, said Pe- 
ter Soons, director of Public 
Safety. The system is under 
warranty for one year, after 
which St. Michael’s will sign 
a service contract with the 
company, he said. Under this 
contract, the company would 
take care of any electrical is- 
sues and software-related chal- 
lenges, said Scott Lee, project 
manager of Kolram. 

The most common reason 
for students not being able to 


enter their buildings has been 
that their information was not 
entered into the database cor- 
rectly, Lee said. 

In some cases, students 
have been unable to enter 
dorms because the system 
needed to be rebooted, Soons 
said. Complications have also 
arisen due to some types of 
hinges on doors, as was the 
case with Joyce Hall, he said. 

“It’s working intermit- 
tently at best,” Soons said, “but 
there are other doors that can 


be used.” 

The back door to Hodson 
Hall doesn’t always work, said 
junior Thao Uong, a resident of 
Hodson. 

“Sometimes when I swipe, 
it stays locked and I have to go 
around to the front door,” Uong 
said. “It’s just kind of frustrat- 
ing when I’m in a hurry.” 

Both the back and front 
doors to Hamel Hall have 
proved difficult to open as 
well, said junior Bridget Kelly, 
a resident of Hamel. On multi- 
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ple occasions Kelly has had to 
call a friend to let her into the 
building, she said. 

“They employ all this new 
technology because it’s quicker 
and easier,” Kelly said, “but 
there are no benefits if it’s not 
going to work all the time.” 

Since the Knight Cards 
don’t always work, students 
have been left to get creative 
with how they enter residence 
halls. 


(See SWIPE-CARD page 9) 
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A Small Price for a Shot at being Flu-Free 








St. Michael’s Students are now charged $10 for the previously free service 


By Brian Crowley 
Staff Writer 


Every fall, students at St. Michael’s 
College can get an influenza vaccine 
shot from Health Services in prepara- 
tion for flu season. This year, for the 
first time, Health Services is asking 
students to pay $10 for this formerly 
free service. 

The national price for flu shots has 
increased because this year’s vaccine 
protects against two common viruses 
as well as the HINI strain. Health Ser- 
vices has also ordered 800 doses of the 
vaccine this year, instead of the usual 
500 to 600, in hopes that more students 
will get them, said Director of Health 
Services Mary Masson. 





“We strongly recommend 
coming down for the flue 
vaccine. It will be the best 
$10 you spend all semester.” 


Mary Masson 
Director of Health Services 





Health Services’ supply often runs 
out three weeks after it is received. 

Students wishing to be vaccinated 
can pay by cash, check, Knight Card, 
or have the $10 charged directly to their 
student account, Masson said. 

“We are charging just enough to 
cover the costs,” Masson said, “where 
most providers are charging $25 and 
more. The exact cost [for a shot] is 


yOLLSOe 


Despite the ease of payment and 
subsidized costs, some students who 
are vaccinated for free last year are re- 
luctant to pay this year. 

Citing the thousands of dollars re- 
quired for tuition, senior Nathan Adams 
said he thought the payment unreason- 
able. 








Photo by Bobby Gaglini 


Mary Masson, director of Health Services, administers a flu shot to junior Kalyn Johnson. 


“Tt was fantastic to have the op- 
portunity last year. [Now] it’s really not 
worth it,” he said. 

Sophomore Sam Asker had a simi- 
lar perspective. “I have the money,” she 
said, “but I just feel like there are so 
many other demands that I won’t spend 
it on the flu shot.” 

Masson said she would not deny a 
student the vaccine just because of an 
inability to cover the cost. She encour- 
ages everyone to get it while they can. 

While the vaccine prevents the 
three most common influenza strains, 
other strains exist. Sophomore Liz Sa- 
lois said she has contracted viruses 
before despite being vaccinated. “It 
doesn’t necessarily guarantee that you 
won’t get any flu; it just protects you 
from one or two.” 

Adams, who came down with 


HINI last year, said that, unlike last 
flu season, there is currently no HIN1 
scare, and she sees that as another in- 
centive to not get vaccinated. 

According to the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control (CDC) and Prevention 
website, someone hosting a flu virus 
can spread it to others a day before 
symptoms appear, and up to seven days 
after symptoms recede. Common symp- 
toms include fever, sore throat, runny 
or stuffy nose, aches and fatigue. 

The vaccination becomes effective 
about 10 days after being administered, 
and lasts up to nine months. Flu season 
runs from September-May, and January 
is typically the peak month, according 
to the website. 

Last year, HIN1 caused the first 
flu pandemic in nearly half a century. 
The CDC estimated that more than 
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12,000 died from flu-related causes in 
the United States alone. 

Infants and the elderly are most at 
risk, and while the college student de- 
mographic is not the most threatened 
age group, the CDC recommends that 
everyone should get vaccinated once a 
year. 

Health Services is currently provid- 
ing flu shots in the Alumni Hall base- 
ment, and occasionally in the Stained 
Glass Room in Alliot. Students must 
complete an immunization question- 
naire before receiving the injection. 

While no one on campus has shown 
symptoms yet, Masson said the flu has 
already appeared in the state. 

“We strongly recommend coming 
down for the flu vaccine. It will be the 
best $10 you spend all semester,” she 
said. 








NEWS 





Students Losing Money With Textbook Buy-Back 


Is selling books back to the bookstore worth it or should students just keep them? 


By Lauren Barone 
Staff Writer 


The end of each semester 
brings textbook buy-back: an 
often disappointing experience 
for students who spend hun- 
dreds of dollars on a semester’s 
books, only to receive little in 
return. 

Senior Maura _ Baxter 
experienced the growing 
trend of buy-back failure. 

“There was one semester, 
my sophomore year, when I 
spent $500 on textbooks and 
all of my teachers decided to 
get new editions so we couldn’t 
even return them to the book- 
store,” Baxter said. 

The St. Michael’s book- 
store manager, Stephen Mc- 
Mahon, explained how he 
communicates with professors 
about the texts they will use 
each semester. 





“Ts there room for 
improvement? Ab- 
solutely. How to get 

that improvement 
is not immediately 

clear to me.” 


John O’Meara 
assistant professor of physics 





“As soon as the registrar 
gets the next semester’s course 
list finalized, I send out an e- 
mail to all the professors and 
instructors just saying “Look, 
submit your book order for 
next semester,” McMahon 
said. 

Professors give the book- 


store information such as the 
textbook author, title and edi- 
tion of text, estimated num- 
ber and ISBN. A paper form, 
which was once the norm, is 
now reserved for those profes- 
sors who have not replied to 
the bookstore electronically 
after a week. 

At the end of the semester, 
students are presented with op- 
tions for textbook buy-back. 

“There are three scenari- 
os,” McMahon said. “You get 
half your money back if we can 
use it again, or you get that 10- 


- 40 percent back and it goes to 


the used book company. If it’s 
an old edition and it’s worth 
zero, you can keep it or donate 
it to the MOVE program.” 

Ifthe book will not be used 
at St. Michael’s in the coming 
semester, the store will send 
it to its main used book sup- 
plier, Missouri Book Systems, 
which will resell it elsewhere, 
McMahon said. 

Another scenario, accord- 
ing to McMahon, often occurs 
with larger publishers which 
routinely publish new editions. 
He estimates the amount of 
students getting nothing back 
for a textbook to be between 10 
and 20 percent each semester. 

Reza Ramazani, profes- 
sor of economics, opts for new 
editions due to the changing 
nature of his field. 

“T try to change books ev- 
ery year. By changing books, 
it’s forcing me to update my- 
self,’ Ramazani said. 

Ramazani noted that 
sometimes professors take lon- 
ger to choose different texts, 
rather than just choosing the 
ones they have used before 

“Some of us genuinely, 
honestly, need a little bit more 
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At the end of every semester, students are given the opportunity to sell their books back. 


time to make a fair comparison 
among different books to make 
a right decision,” he said. 

John O’Meara, assistant 
professor of physics, takes a 
different approach. O’Meara 
has been using the same text- 
book for his astronomy class 
for the past two years—some- 
thing McMahon said the pro- 
fessors need to communicate 
with the bookstore when class- 
es are semester-specific. 

“T don’t need to [update] 
that edition when I do it, sim- 
ply because it exists. That’s 
going to save students some 
money,” O’Meara said. 

Leah Allen, a sophomore 


French minor, has taken French 
every semester, but hasn’t 
received any money for her 
French books at buy-backs. 

“T know French classes 
are happening each semester, 
so they should be taking them 
back. I don’t know why they 
aren't,” Allen said. 

Allen started purchasing 
some of her books from other 
sources, like Amazon.com, 
in response to her continued 
problems with the bookstore’s 
low buy-back prices. 

O’Meara recognizes the 
system could be fixed so stu- 
dents more money, but said an 
exact solution is less apparent. 
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“Is there room for im-- 
provement? Absolutely,” 
O’Meara added. “How to get 
that improvement is not im- 
mediately clear to me, I don’t 
think there’s a simple solution 
to this problem.” 

Regardless of a_profes- 
sor’s approach to book selec- 
tion or various options of sell- 
ing offered by the bookstore, 
students still find themselves 
on the losing end at buy-back 
time. 














PLANES: F-35 Fighter Jets In BTV? |SWIPE CARD: Faulty System 
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The F-35 jets would be housed at the Burlington International Airport if they get clearance. 


(Continued from page 5) 


“Whereas in Burling- 
ton, our air is fairly clean and 
there’s room for them to put 
the F-35 here,” he sarcastically 
added. 

Cray said that the Air Na- 
tional Guard isn’t a separate 
entity, but sees itself as part of 
the greater Burlington area. 

“We put into effect pro- 
cedures so that we fly the air- 
plane as smartly, community- 
friendly and safely as we can,” 
Cray said. 

The Air National Guard 
calls this “noise abatement” 
which means it won't fly 
the F-16 over local areas if it 
doesn’t need to, and won’t use 
the full power of the airplane. 

Homeowners within a 
specified area impacted by 
excessive levels of noise from 
BTV have had the option for 
several years of selling their 
homes at market value to the 
Federal Aviation Administra- 


tion (FAA). The FAA then de- 
molishes the homes, Bourassa 
said. 

Of 150 houses deemed el- 
igible for buyouts, nearly 130 
have been sold to the FAA for 
$200,000 to $250,000. The 
houses being sold and demol- 
ished are considered afford- 
able housing for middle-class 
people, Emery said. 

Emery has calculated that 


the FAA is spending about $30 ~ 


million to acquire the houses. 
Those who have accepted the 
offers are having a hard time 
finding housing in South Bur- 
lington and even Chittenden 
County, she said. 

With plans for a city cen- 
ter less than a mile from the 
airport, Emery fears the noise 
and pollution of future F-35 
flights will deter residents 
from enjoying an area de- 
signed to be walkable. 

“There was no foresight 
as to looking to purchase lands 
in order to keep an area that 
was going to serve as a border 


between the residential part of 
the city and the airport,’ Em- 
ery said. 

The F-16 will continue to 
roar overhead for at lease the 
next few years while opposi- 
tion meetings continue to take 
place. 

“We have a dual mis- 
sion,” Cray said. “Not only to 
fly airplanes and train to go 
to war if we’re called to, but 
we also have that domestic re- 
sponsibility to the governor to 
be able to work with the army 
and save lives and property of 
Vermonters too.” 


: F-35 Jets at a Glance 


__» One fighter plane costs 
$131 million 
_ » The Air Force may base 
two dozen of the stealth 
jets at BTV. 
> New jets will secure the 
future of the Vermont Air 
National Guard for the next 
20-30 years. 
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A student kicks the front door of 
Hamel Hall. 


(Continued from page 6) 


“T was trying to get in at, 
like, 11 at night,” Kelly said. 
“Luckily, there were some 
kids and they were, like, ‘You 
just have to do this, and they 
kicked the door. So that’s one 
thing people have been doing.” 

Last week, a Kolram tech- 
nician replaced a faulty relay in 
the controller in Hamel, Soons 
said. However, the door still 
does not seem to be working 
properly, Kelly said. 

The many issues sur- 
rounding this new card-swipe 
system prompt the question of 
why St. Michael’s installed it in 
the first place. 

Students can’t always be 
relied upon to return keys at 
the end of the school year, so 
this system eliminates that as 
an issue, Soons said. Also, with 
the old system, if keys were 
lost, they could potentially end 
up in the wrong hands, but if a 
student loses his or her Knight 
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Card, it can be disabled imme- 
diately, he said. 

“A key lock is a tried and 
true piece of hardware,” Soons 
said. “Electronic access, I 
wouldn’t necessarily call it 
trendy, but it gives you flex- 
ibility.” 

With any mechanical de- 
vice, one should anticipate 
that it may malfunction, Soons 
said. One also should consider 
the possibility that it may get 
tampered with, which could 
cause problems, he added. 

“Our objective is to pre- 
pare ourselves as much as we 
can to troubleshoot these issues 
and repair them as efficiently 
and quickly as possible,” Soons 
said. 

Both the Public Safety and 
IT staffs were trained by a rep- 
resentative from the company 
that developed the system’s 
software so that they resolve 
issues that arise in the future. 
There is also a Kolram tech- 
nician based in nearby Shel- 
burne. 

“So that’s good news for 
us,’ Soons said, “There’s a 
person close by to respond who 
can be here within a half-hour, 
if necessary, and he’s been 
very good.” 

However, some students 
remain skeptical about the new 
system. 

“You shouldn’t question 
whether or not you'll be able 
to get into your dorm,” Kelly 
said, “It’s not a big deal if it’s 
one in the afternoon, but when 
it’s two in the morning and you 
just got back from your radio 
show it kind of sucks. At least 
keys are reliable. They may be 
old-fashioned but they always 
work.” 


NEWS 


eli for All Students and Faculty 


Please remember your ID and to always drink responsibly 
SS ee 
' Free 120z. 
Coffee! 
“Limit one per customer | | 7 : i 7 . : 10% Off! 


*Limil one per customer 


I 
I 
I 
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NEWS 
Photos of the Week: 


Friday Knight Dry Offers a Multitude 
of Substance-Free Weekend Events 


















WHERE: ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE MCCARTHY ARTS CENTER 
WHEN: OCTOBER 26TH, 2010 @7 PM. 
WHY: HELP US REACH SECRETARY OF STATE HILLARY CLINTON BY 
SIGNING A POSTCARD TO SEND TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
SO THAT WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIVES OF THE WOMEN IN THE DRC. 









The “Dear Hillary” campaign calls for the enforcement of Public Law 109-456, (DRC Relief. 
Security, and Democracy Act of 2006) which commits the United States to an active role in 
establishing peace and security in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

On October 26, Secretary Clinton’s birthday, “Dear Hillary” chapters around the world 
will show Lisa Jackson's searing documentary, “The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo,” 
and mail postcards to Secretary Clinton combining birthday greetings with a demand for action. 










JOIN THE MOVEMENT. 








Josselyne Price and the Akoma Drummers will be 


‘ 5 : ee Photos by Bobby Gaglini 
performing West African music beginning at 6:45! 


Check out Defender online to view more photos from Friday Knight 
Dry, as well as MidKnight Madness. 
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Tackling Political Apathy: Where Did the Hope Go? 


It’s pretty fair to as- 
sume that the Republicans 
will take the House while 
the Democrats hang on to a 
Senate majority in the up- 
coming congressional elec- 
tions on Nov. 2 

A stagnant economy, 
the emergence of the Tea 
Party movement that has 
resulted in surge of con- 
servatism, and debates over 
Obama’s domestic agenda have characterized 
the 2010 congressional campaign season. 

While:the consensus remains that Demo- 
cratic enthusiasm about Obama has waned 
since the 2008 elections, the reality is that it’s 


Editor 





Kayle Schnell 
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toughest issues like sere), y and the econom: 
In the past, 
have benefited 
1994, the Republican victory allowed Clinton 
to confront the Republicans and be mo: 
ible, which may ha . 






that 55 percent of reeeeee ae sible mor 
conservative in th 





a slight drop in n. support for Obama among 
Democrats from 90 percent to 81 percent. The 
percentage of Republicans who supported him 
has fallen from 20 percent to 12 percent. Where 
Obama has been abandoned the most is with 
independents: 56 percent of Independent voters 
supported Obama compared to the 38 percent 
who currently support him. 

Given the fervor of youth support and the 
sense of Obama-mania that fueled his victory 






in 2008 some may wonder whether youth sup- 
port of him has declined at all. 

In a survey of St. Michael’s political sci- 
ence majors I found that those who voted for 
Obama in 2008 still support him and. are not 
concerned about the anticipated Republican 


revival in the House. However, most have lost 


some enthusiasm given the far reaching goals 
that the, “Change-We-Can-Believe-In” cam- 
paign established. The only students disap- 
pointed with Obama’s agenda who anticipate a 
fierce Republican revival are conservative ones 
who didn’t vote for Obama in 2008 in the first 
place. 

Interestingly, one of the biggest issues for 
the elections on Nov. 2 relates to the lack of po- 
among youth. While Obama’s 
largely attribut 


so students who have ‘Spe- 


A Republican revival may be able to cre- 
ate a bipartisan environment where Obama can 


Wasmevt.edu 


Voting in Vermont 


> Voting will take place on Tues- — 
day Nov. 2, starting at 7 a.m. 


> Closest polling place to SMC: 
The Winooski Senlor Center 


> Visit www.vermont-elections.org 













St. Michael's was host 
to Vandana Shiva, a cham- 
pion of ecological justice 
and farmers’ rights on 
Tuesday, Oct. 19. To some, 
Shiva's lecture was just an- 
other opportunity to stock 
up on Got SKILLS points, 
but the fact is that Shiva is 
an outstanding and excep- 
tional voice in the realm of 
fusing philosophy, social justice and envi- 
ronmentalism. 

"Going Green" is a phrase thrown around 
a Loe in a economics and commerce. 

thi at-you're single- 


“Editor 





Mia Weber 

































I encourage my classmates and all mem- 
bers of our community at large to think about 
the big picture and put critical thought into 
the power you have as a consumer and voter. 
These upcoming mid-term elections may 
seem more somber than the ones of 2008, but 
the need to continue change in all facets of 
life is still just as essential. 


Mia Weber is a senior journalism major. 
Contact her at mweber3@smcvt.edu or read 
her blog at www.sopresh. blogspot.com 





Twitter: @SMC_Defender & @NakedOpinionSMC Facesoox: The Defender/The Echo 
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Letters to the Editor: 
Concerns, 


Criticisms, 
Comments, 
Compliments 





A Clarification of the 4-4 Plan 


To the Editor: 

I want to thank you for the very fine 
article on the 4-4 plan that appeared on 
page 5 of the Oct. 19 Defender. The ar- 
ticle presented a mostly accurate and 
balanced picture of the new plan. 

The only correction would be to 
point out that most of the top liberal 
arts schools in the country are on some 
version of a 4-4 plan, but not a// as the 
article implied. So the article itself was 
great, but the headline written for it was 
misleading. By headlining “Less Class 
Time for More Credits,” a reader might 
think that individual classes in the new 
system will give more credits for less 
seat-time than they have now, and this 
is not accurate. 

A typical three credit course cur- 
rently meets for 150 minutes per week; 
four credit courses in the new system 
will meet 180 minutes per week. This 
is more credits for more seat time. Cur- 


Follow us on 
twitter 





rent four credit courses meet 195 or 200 
minutes/week, and in the new system 
most will meet 180 minutes per week 
(with the notable exception of science 
courses with labs), so here is a case of 
less seat time for the same credits, but 
not more credits. 

So the headline is misleading, but 
it does capture one aspect of the new 
program: it’s not just all about seat time 
in class. Faculty members are undergo- 
ing a major effort to ramp up the expec- 
tations for student work outside of class 
in the new system. 

We are committed to ensuring 
that four credits’ worth of instruction 
and learning takes place in each of our 
newly designed full courses through a 
combination of seat-time and out-of- 
class assignments. 

Sincerely, Jeffrey Trumbower 

Dean of the College 








Please feel res to od a letter 
oy pen Ose: - 





We publish all ie ies 
that they are signed. However, 
__we reserve the right to edit 

















A Response to Knights for Life 


Dear Luke Hollwedel, 713, Director of 
Knights for Life: 

I do not fail to acknowledge the 
cruelties of abortion. Furthermore, I 
do not discredit, nor wish to argue, the 
righteousness, or otherwise wicked- 
ness, of a pro-life stance. This with- 
drawal is not out of apprehension but 
out of my lack of understanding on the 
issue; a certain lack of 
personal experience 
and knowledge which 
I am sure many other 
students share. 

I do, however, 
wish to bring forth that 
certain issues need to 
be looked upon with 
mindfulness; and that 
I, as most do, share a 
common understand- 
ing of human emo- 
tion. In your last para- 
graph you “challenge every member of 
the SMC community” by asking, “What 
will you do to prevent the next suicide 
from being here, on campus?” 

And I respond: “tear your signs 
down.” 

You suggest one “may never know 
just how great the effect of your actions 
may be until it is too late.” 

And I acknowledge the truthful- 
ness of this statement: 

According to abortionfacts.com, a 
trusted website published by the Elliot 
Institute: 

“Data suggests that abortion is far 
more likely to drive an unstable woman 
to suicide than is pregnancy and child- 
birth.” 

Traumas are very common among 
women who have had abortions and ac- 
cording to “a 1987 study of women who 
suffered from post-abortion trauma... 
60 percent had experienced suicidal 
ideation, 28 percent had attempted sui- 
cide, and 18 percent had attempted sui- 
cide more than once, often several years 
after the event.” 

The article continues to say: 

“A person who threatens suicide 


RE 
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MAAS 


“Why not find a way to 

encourage followers to 

voice and celebrate the 

beauties of life while not 

disparaging the feelings 
of others?” 


is actually crying out for help. So are 
women who contemplate abortion. 
Both are in a state of despair. Both are 
lonely. Both feel faced by insurmount- 
able odds.” 

That these feelings of despair are 
acknowledged I find to be of the utmost 
importance. Why? Because many of 
us know not of such feelings; because 
many of us have 
never been, and 
never will be faced 
with a decision as 
onerous as whether 
or not have an abor- 
tion. 

Thus, I pose 
solely for sensitiv- 
ity; for a moment 
of second-thought 
when casting philo- 
sophical and politi- 
cal ideations onto 
our school’s walls, and once again for 
mindfulness; for you as well as I may 
never comprehend certain traumas and 
feelings which others know all too well, 
for your signs may hurt others in ways 
unknown to you. So although this is 
pro-life month, it’s important to re- 
member there are going to be students 
who chose abortion and will struggle 
with seeing all this anti-abortion stuff; 
we need to watch out for them and pre- 
vent a suicide from the struggle they 
continually face. 

Furthermore, the effectiveness of 
protesting via a “vow of silence” seems 
quite precarious. How does one respond 
to questions of and relating to abor- 
tions? How does one spread the word of 
protest? How then are opinions voiced? 
This way of protest seems quite inef- 
fective. Why not find a way to encour- 
age followers to voice and celebrate the 
beauties of life while not disparaging 
the feelings of others? 


- Walter L. Nash ’14 


OPINION 
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Check out Naked Opinion online at 
www.smcut.edu/defender or get 


connected through Facebook and 
Twitter @NakedOpinionSMC 
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The Current Question | 


< 


rome Remember.... They sat 
Columaier, others began to leave, fl 
ing through the halls with their 
ideas and conversations, many 
ty with some deep thoughts 
in that current. The two spoke 
politics, and arts, an 
bad, with callus tones, 2 
happy among those close. A I 
was shared at a profound yet p 
Flores © less statement. Then one said 
other, with the same tone as if 
same current of conversation, 
did you do it?” The other responded, “What ar 
ing about?” He asked again ina lighter tone, “V 
you do it?” Still lost, the other shattered the ques: 
if it held no meaning, no point. He left the room, 
ing good faith, with no other conscious thought. 
other left much later, to return to- his home, lost 
torrent of thought and story, for time to pass. — 
Months pass. They spoke through the sheets 
ros and ones, through the current of the world, f 
with the same sense as before, regaining what lo 
tory that split among them. The one then asked, “ 
did you do it?” as if the current from the last co 
sation never stopped. The other responded, “Whi 
followed by collected stories, history and metaphors 
all with no feeling, no depth; but still held the same 
callousness as everything else that erupted from his 
mouth: cold, empty, and toxic. “1 
Years pass. They stand next to each other, 
black attire fitting their humor. They stared 
box holding it, wanting to seal it, for good. Ha 
one, while grief fills the other. They whis: 
things that mean everything to them. A si 
people begin to face the box signing for it, 
false sense of ownership. Yet the two, the true o° 
refuse it. The one then asks, “Why did you do it?”t 
missing the flow of current. The other stares back, 1 
saying a word, yet the same cold, empty, toxic ex 
sion remains there. 
Decades pass. The one enters the crystal. i 
room, finding the other; stoic, cold and toxic, his 
dition matching his self. He sits across, staring 
while he stares down. No stream of others there, 1 
ing else; just the slow sound of life. The other 
up, the one holds his stare, he then asks, “Why 
you do it?” that last drop of thought left his 
Then the sound drowned out by a buzz, stoppi 
current. 
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Manuel Flores is a sophomore business major. — 
Contact him at mflores@smcvt.edu 
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The Naked Review 


sually when you hear 

from someone _ that 
people were throwing up in 
the theater from a movie being 
so scary, it does not make you 
want to run and buy a ticket. | 
saw “Paranormal Activity 2”, 
the sequel to the hit from a year 
ago, last Thursday night. I was 
hesitant to go to the sequel, be- 
cause I watched the first one in 
a friend’s suite with the lights 
on. My obnoxious friends had 
already seen it, and basically 
ruined every part with their constant whispering and 
squealing at every scene with rising tension. I wanted 
to enjoy it, but was afraid that it would not scare me. I 
could not have been more wrong. 

The basic plot is about this family who is being 
haunted by a demon, and the viewers watch the story 
unfold through seven different motion-detecting secu- 
rity cameras placed in each room of the family’s home. 
Mixed in with the security camera footage is footage 
from the teenage daughter, Ali, as she documents her 
family’s encounter with what she thinks is a demon. 





Erik 
Osborne 
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Above: Baskets of fruit and veggies from Portobello Road, London, 
UK. Right: House overlooking Lake Champlain. 


As we watch more and more disturbing things hap- 
pen to this family, the audience gets into a rhythm of 
screaming and jumping back to going completely silent 
as something simple as a falling pot, or slamming door 
shocks viewers to the core. The sequel builds upon the 
story that was established in its predecessor, wrapping a 
much more detailed and larger plot around both films. 

The movie relies a lot on a very natural feel. The 
actors are all unknowns and they all speak in a dialogue 
that sounds the way regular people actually talk, not 
like memorized lines. All of this gives the movie a sort 
of home video feel, and that is what makes this truly 
scary. Instead of going for cheap gore like any of the 
“Saw” or “Hostel” films, “Paranormal Activity” uses 
your mind against you; the movie’s “realistic” feel, as a 
way to make the viewer think that this could happen to 
you. It definitely works. 

Think about when you are waiting to get back an 
exam, watching the teacher walk around passing them 
out, your stomach in knots and your mind racing. It is 
the uncertainty that causes that feeling of fear, and now 
think about having that feeling for 90 minutes straight. 
It isn’t that far-fetched that someone would throw up 
from watching a movie. Saying that this movie will 
haunt your dreams is an understatement; this movie be- 





Very Basic Fear: A review of “Paranormal Activity 2’ 


comes them. I lay awake that night, trying to convince 
myself that it wasn’t real. 

When a movie is that realistic it doesn’t feel like 
you are watching a movie, it becomes very hard to con- 
vince yourself that what you are seeing isn’t made up. 
Towards the end, I was just tired of being on edge, and 
just wanted the movie to be over. Though it was a relief 
when the credits rolled, I can’t say that I didn’t enjoy the 
sheer terror that the movie delivered. It is movies like 
these that remind me that you don’t need to shock or dis- 
gust people to scare them, sometimes, if used correctly, 
the small events can become the most horrifying. 





Erik Osborne is a senior journalism major. 
Contact him at fosborne@smcevt.edu. 


The Defender invites St. Michael’s students, fac- 
ulty and staff to submit o the Naked Opinion. For a 


list of upcoming themes see the Naked Opinion online. 
Please send submissions to magazine@smcvt.edu 
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That Sea World Feeling 


Columns. 





Erica Friede 


This year for Halloween, my 
friends and I are dressing up as what we 
wanted to be when we were little. 

Some of us wanted to be a doc- 
tor or a ballerina. Others wanted to be 
a teacher or a famous singer. When I 
thought about what I wanted to be, I 
didn’t have to think very long. 

Since I was three-years-old, I’ve 
had a fascination with dolphins that 
has never seemed to go away. Growing 
up, my room was filled with dolphin 


Creative: Classics 


posters, stuffed dolphins, dolphin jew- 
elry boxes, dolphin calendars, dolphin 
t-shirts, dolphin pillows — you get the 
idea. 

My first visit to Sea World was 
when I was six years old. My parents 
took us to Orlando for a family vacation 
and I never wanted to go back home. I 
spent an entire day watching seals, pet- 
ting beluga whales, cheering for Shamu 
and feeding penguins. But it was the 
dolphin show that left me mesmerized. 

There was something about watch- 
ing a dolphin jump and flip at the slight- 
est hand motion or blow ofa whistle that 
captured my utmost attention. I wanted 
to be the one swimming with them. I 
wanted to be the one being shot into the 
air from the nose of a dolphin. 

I was hooked. I knew that’s what I 
wanted to do —I was going to be a dol- 
phin trainer. 

Twelve years later during my senior 


Signature 


year of high school, I read a story in the 
paper about a zoo where four dolphins 
had died in the same year. I was inter- 
ested, so I Googled similar articles. In 
a matter of minutes, I had fallen into a 
completely different world. 

I saw the real truth behind dolphin 
captivity, capture and slaughter. I was 
so engaged that I wrote my 30 page se- 
nior thesis on the subject. 

The reality I had discovered com- 
pletely changed my outlook, and not to 
mention my childhood dreams. I had 
gone from wishing to train these ani- 
mals to wanting to save them. 

For years, I thought I had a plan. I 
thought I was one of the few who knew 
exactly what they wanted to do for the 
rest of their lives. 

And now, Ill be graduating in sev- 
en months with a double major in stu- 
dio art and journalism —a little different 
than what I planned. 


I still don’t know what I want to do 
for the rest of my life. I hope with my 
experience that I can help reveal truths 
like these to people around the world, 
but I have no plan. 

I haven’t found anything yet that 
gives me the same feeling I had when 
I was younger watching the dolphins at 
Sea World. But I’m not worried. I know 
I'll find something, maybe a few things, 
when the perfect time comes. 

So don’t worry if you haven’t found 
your Sea World feeling yet. You will. 
Don’t worry if you change your mind. 
You can. 

All you have to do is work hard and 
put your entire heart into whatever that 
may be. If you do that, everything will 
work out just fine. 


Erica Friede is a senior journalism and 
studio art double major. Contact her at 
efriede@smcvt.edu. 
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October Events 


On Campus: 


Tues. 26: Dear Hillary Campaign 

7 p.m., McCarthy Arts Center 

Lisa Jackson's film, "The Greatest 
Silence: Rape in the Congo," will be 
shown and discussed to launch the 
student-created campaign. Over 
10,000 post cards will be sent to Sec- 
retary of State Hillary Clinton on her 
birthday, Oct. 26, to call attention to 
the crisis in the Congo. 


Thurs. 28: Don Quixote's Everlast- 
ing Legacy in Bolivian Literature 
and Art 

4 p.m., Farrell Room 

St. Michael's professor Emeritus Luis 
Quiroz will be speaking on the subject 
of his book, Cervantes y don Quijote 
en Bolivia. 


Fri. 29: Annual Harvest Carnival 
5-8 p.m., Tarrant Center 

St. Michael’s students provide festive 
fun for children ages 2 - 12. Costumes, 
carnival games, candy and prizes. 
Sponsored by the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Society and the Multicultural Stu- 
dent Affairs Office ($5). 


Mon. 1 and Tues. 2: Simply Smiles 
Mon. 4:30 p.m. and Tues. 2:30 p.m., 
Cheray Science Hall, room 111 

A global studies program about a St. 
Michael’s student's work with Simply 
Smiles, an organization seeking to 
better the lives of impoverished peo- 
ple in Southern Mexico through the 
growth and sale of coffee. 


_ An Artist Collaboration Berarenine Events 
of the lraq War 


October 8 through November 20 


Artist Talk with Creator Cecelia Kane and other 
involved artists: Saturday November 20, 3-6 PM, 


CHAFFEE ART CENTER 


Rutland Area Art Association 
te gap ncbar beara Wena 63 








Local: 


Wed. 27: Bright Night 

4-10 p.m., Bluebird Tavern, Burlington 
Drinks to help raise funds for Bright Pink 
Vermont, a nonprofit for women who are 


_ at high risk for breast and ovarian can- 


cer. Reservations required. 


Wed. 26 - Sun. 31: 
tional Film Festival 
Times vary., Palace Cinema 9, South 
Burlington 

An annual screen-fest of independent, 
international and Vermont-made films 
with a 10-day lineup ($7.50). 


Vermont Interna- 


Thurs. 28: The Haunted Forest 

7 - 10 p.m., Catamount Outdoor Family 
Center, Williston 

Tours run on the hour ($8.50-$12.50) 


Fri. 29: Essex Fall Craft & Fine Art 


Show 
12 - 7 p.m., Champlain Valley oe 
tion, Essex Junction 

Stained glass, herbal soaps, goug 
specialties and various demonstra 
at this gathering of juried artisans ($ 


Fri. 29: Hallovecn Costume Ball 
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Sat. 30: The Grand Opening of Cross 
Street Bridge 

12 - 6:30 p.m., Downtown Middlebury 

A street party with local musicians and 
fireworks celebrates the completion of 
the $16 million bridge (Free). 


Sat. 30: Haunted Pumpkin Hike 

5 - 9 p.m., North Branch Nature Center, 
Montpelier 

Benefits Planting Hope's initiatives in 
Nicaragua (Donations encouraged). 


Sat. 30: Burlington Farmers’ Market 
8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., Burlington City Hall 
park, Burlington 

Last one of the season! 


Sun. 31: Autumn Onion 5K Race 

10 a.m., Onion River Sports, Montpelier 
Proceeds benefit Girls Move Mountains 
($15). 













~ COLUMNS 





A Season of Calling All Activists 
Patience 


Holding on to falling leaves 





Editor 





Sarah Silverman 


Autumn. People usually cherish 
the season for the fiery reds, oranges, 
and yellows that burn through the 
leaves. We also gorge on the massive 
amounts of apples, apple pie, apple ci- 
der, and anything apple that can be con- 
sumed, smelled, or touched. 

Of course I enjoy all of these char- 
acteristics about fall, but what I love 
most is not rushing the season. 

Fall is the season before winter, 
where the air has a crisp cold to it, but 
not chilly enough to permit complain- 
ing. It’s the season that gets me most 
excited, as the possibility of snow fall- 
ing is very real and oh-so-close. 

Fall is the season to get off your 
couch and step into the warming sun- 
light, weather permitting in Vermont, 
of course. 

I love nothing more then bundling 
up with warm, fluffy socks, over-sized 
hoodies, and claiming my place in the 
sun where the temperatures keep me 
cool, but the sun melts my body. 

Fall is a time I feel close with my 
family, as outings are abundant and the 
weather is just right. 

Fall usually comes and goes before 
people have a chance to catch some 
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leaves, or even rake them. 

I feel it is important to take advan- 
tage of the time we have outside in the 
sun, with the people we love, whether 
or not they are family. 

The time we take will make memo- 
ries that will last forever, as long as we 
continue to enjoy our time. 

It’s essential to step outside, watch 
the pink and red trees shed their leaves, 
take a deep breath in, and enjoy the 
mysteriously clean autumn air. 

Oh, and how could I forget about 
the candy? 


Sarah Silverman is a senior journalism ma- 
jor. Contact her at ssilverman@smcvt.edu 
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Columnist 





Josh Hoxie 


Over the course of the semester, 
the St. Michael’s community has spent 
considerable time and effort to bring a 
wide array of activists and advocates to 
campus to talk to students about the is- 
sues facing our time. 

These people have taken it upon 
themselves to stand up and make a pos- 
itive impact on the world, not for per- 
sonal gain, but for the benefit of all. We 
need to learn from their example and 
become the activists we admire. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 19, activist/schol- 
ar Vandana Shiva spoke to a full crowd 
on the detriments of industrialized ag- 
riculture and the obvious benefits of lo- 
cal, organic food. She spoke about the 
horrific farmer suicides occurring in 
India by the thousands as a direct result 
of the actions of agro-industrial corpo- 
rations — the very companies on which 
our agricultural system is based. 

She spoke of industrialized agri- 
culture’s impact on our environment, 
health and on our well being. She spoke 
of war being waged on our planet, kill- 
ing biodiversity, warming the planet, 
and oppressing millions of people. 

At the end of her talk, Shiva point- 
ed out the fact that food is something 
that connects all of us — everyone eats. 

Shiva described how we can take 
action to oppose these agro-industrial 
corporations, the most notorious one 
being Monsanto, and act in solidar- 
ity with the world movement rallying 
around local, organic food. She spoke 
of a divestment campaign from Mon- 
santo, and a movement in our own din- 
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ing hall towards more local and organic 
food. 

Now, Vandana Shiva is long gone 
from St. Mike’s, but her message lin- 
gers. For the people who heard her 
talk or read her books, the call to action 
rings loud. Who will rise to the chal- 
lenge? 

For many students, this call will 
fall on deaf ears. The connection be- 
tween what they read in books and how 
they act in life will not be made. For 
some, the spark from Shiva could be the 
beginning of a life of activism. 

Environmental and agricultural is- 
sues are only one avenue for this activ- 
ism to take. 

As this article goes to print on 
Tuesday, Oct. 26, Lisa Jackson, activist 
and producer/director of “The Greatest 
Silence” will be showing her film and 
speaking on the crisis in the Congo. 
She will undoubtedly call on students 
to take action against the injustice go- 
ing on in the Congo. One easy way to 
get involved is to join the Dear Hillary 
campaign. 

In November, Paul Farmer, found- 
er of Partners in Health, will speak on 
campus on the numerous health issues 
facing the poor throughout the world. 
Undoubtedly, he will also have ways for 
you to channel activism and advocacy. 

These are just a few ways to start 
to take action on the things you learn 
in books, hear from speakers, and learn 
from professors. 

As Karl Marx said: “The philoso- 
phers have only interpreted the world in 
various ways; the point is to change it.” 

Start today. Join a club, start a pe- 
tition, call your congressmen, write an 
article, do something! You have noth- 
ing to lose and the world has everything 
to gain. 


Josh Hoxie is a senior political science and 
economics double major. Contact him at 
Jhoxie@smcevt.edu 
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Family Life on a College Campus 


Resident Director Adam Thomas and wife Andrea welcome their second child. 


By Frantzy Suffrard 
Staff Writer 


To Resident Director (RD) Adam 
Thomas, St. Michael’s is home. Thomas, 
’03, has been one of the more noticeable 
RDs on campus — not because of his 
staggering about 6 foot 6 inch height, 
but because of his growing family. 

Since Thomas was last featured in 
The Defender in 2008 he has welcomed 
a new addition to his family. Thomas’ 
second son, Sam Nilay Thomas, was 
born on June 15. 

“Tt brings one more joy to life,” 
Thomas said, describing the influence 
Sam has had on him and his wife, An- 
drea. 

Thomas’ first born, Noah, age 
three, is also influenced by his little 
brother. 

“Noah helps a lot with Sam,” 
Thomas said. “Noah loves to snuggle 
with Sam and helps with getting dia- 
pers.” 

Both Noah and Sam attend the St. 
Michael’s day-care center three days a 
week and play at other times with vari- 
ous students on campus. Noah sees a 
lot of his day-care teachers on campus 
Thomas said. 

With the birth of Sam, Thomas is 
facing some challenges but is having 
fun seeing the growth of his new-born. 
Thomas says life is still good. Thomas 
is finishing the final year of his mas- 
ter’s degree art program while serving 
as the full time RD of Cashman Hall 
and Founders Hall. While Thomas is at- 
tending classes and performing his RD 
duties Andrea, who is also finishing her 
masters degree in art at St. Michael’s, 
stays busy as well. 

Adam met his wife Andrea in 2002 
in an Italian class they took at St. Mi- 
chael’s. Andrea is from Switzerland, 
and was studying at St. Michael’s. They 


got married in 2005, and had Noah in 
2008. 

Thomas said he loves his position 
as an RD. His responsibilities consist of 
overseeing the operation of a residence 
area of between 200-350 residents. RDs 
also help a sense of community develop 
among residents with the help of RAs 
and apartment complex administrators, 
while articulating and enforcing poli- 
cies. At night they take part in a nightly 





ELLE PIS 


“T like that people care 
about each other here” 


Adam Thomas 
Resident Director 


campus-wide duty rotation. 

“The Cashman and Founders 
residents treat my family well,’ An- 
drea said. Thomas agrees, saying the 
Cashman residents are courteous to his 
family regarding the noise level in the 
dorm. 

“T like that people care about each 
other here,” Thomas said. 

Thomas is.not the only Residence 
Life member with a family on campus; 
RDs Joayn Fleury and TJ Coolidge are 
also living here with their respective 
families on campus. 

Dan Ozimek, ’11, a Cashman RA, 
praises his RD. “I have only heard great 
things about him from other RAs and 
RDs and I wasn’t disappointed,” Oz- 
imek said. 

Ozimek said that Andrea, Noah 
and Sam are “as awesome as Thomas 
is.” 

“They are super-nice, inviting and 
welcoming,” Ozimek said. “I know I 
can knock on their door with whatever 
issue, and I know he’ll be able to help.” 





Photo Courtesy of Adam Thomas 


Andrea, Noah, Adam and Sam Thomas pose for a picture on campus. 


Director of Residence Life and As- 
sistant Dean of Students Lou DiMasi 
enjoys having Thomas’ family as part of 
the Residence Life family. DiMasi has 
known Thomas since his under-grad 
days as an RA. The word DiMasi uses 
to describe Thomas is “tremendous.” 

“Thomas is a true giver that fits 
our staff well with his team approach,” 
DiMasi said. “He is very thoughtful, 
committed and he’s trusted with the 
keys to campus.” 

“My job is very family-oriented. 
When I have a family emergency, Res 
Life really understands,” Thomas said. 

Upon graduating from the master’s 
program, the Thomas family has big 
plans for the future. The Thomas fam- 


ily plans to move to Switzerland where 
most of Andrea’s relatives live. Thomas 
plans to teach English to non-English 
speakers in Switzerland, and Andrea 
is considering job opportunities there. 
The Thomas family is excited about 
their future in Switzerland. They have 
not set a specific date to move. 

“Tt’s a bittersweet feeling,’ Andrea 
said. “But I’m really excited about liv- 
ing with my family and my potential 
job.” Thomas said that in thinking about 
leaving St. Michael’s, he is “taking it 
day by day.” Even though the Thomas 
family is getting ready for their new life 
aboard, Thomas still calls St. Michael’s 
“the coolest place to have a family.” 


Fike stuMent ouiblication OF St. Atichasis College 
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Phish Fans Dive Into the Fall Tour 


By Chris Jacob 
Staff Writer 


Phish fans could be con- 
sidered crazy. Many will travel 
across the country without 
knowing where they’ ll sleep or 
how they’ll eat, so long as they 
see their favorite band play. 

Considering that Phish got 
its start in Burlington, it’s no 
surprise that St. Michael’s Col- 
lege has a strong Phish-head 
population. Many of these fans 
plan to drive around the North- 
east for this year’s fall tour. 





“When you're at a show 
you lose yourself and 
become one with the 

music.” 


Nicole D’Elisa 
Phish fan 


Phish’s fall shows are held 
in smaller venues, resulting in 
smaller crowds, but more ex- 
pensive tickets. 

Sophomore Nicole D’Elisa 
said she’s traveling to Rhode 


Island, Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire to see Phish 
play live this fall. 


“T do it because I worship 
these dudes. It’s the music of 
my soul and affects me in in- 
describable ways,’ D’Elisa 
said. “When you’re at a show 
you honestly lose yourself and 
become one with the music.” 

D’Elisa said she puts see- 
ing Phish before everything 
else. 

“The small fortune I’ve 
spent on traveling and tickets 
is replaced with memories of 
unmatched events that I’ve ex- 
perienced,” she said. 

Senior Greg Sullivan has 
been travelling around the 
country to see Phish since the 
band reunited in 2009, he said. 


“Sophomore year I drove 
to Virginia for a show then 
drove back to St. Michael’s 
that night to make it to class 
the next morning,” he said. 
“Last year I flew all the way to 
Indio, Calif. to see them play. I 
came to St. Michael’s because 
of Phish.” 

Trey Anastasio (guitar), 
Page McConnell (piano), John 
Fishman (drums) and Mike 
Gordon (bass), began playing 
at UVM. They gained popular- 
ity by distributing tapes among 
friends and fans and carried on 
the Grateful Dead’s legacy of 
committed fans and different 
set lists for each show. 

“They became popular in 
the 1980’s, before Facebook and 
YouTube views determined if 
the band had reputable music, 
which they did, and obviously 
still do,’ Sullivan said. “After 
this weekend, I will have gone 
to 20 Phish shows. They’ve all 





Champlain College junior 
Jen Tierney is an intern at the 
Phish headquarters in Burling- 
ton. She’s also been an avid fan 
for years. 

“The energy from the 
crowd, band and parking lot 
are unmatched by any experi- 
ence,” she said. 


Photo by Greg Sullivan 
Fans attend a Phish concert in Amherst, Mass., Oct. 23. 


Many people speculate 
whether or not drugs are a 
main factor in the Phish con- 
cert-going experience. 

“Well, there are a ton of 
drugs at the shows but you re- 
ally don’t need any to enjoy 
the experience,” D’Elisa said. 
“Tt’s really just left for your 





Job-Seekers Jam Burlin 


By Jim Hughes 
Staff Writer 


For graduates looking outside Ver- 
mont for jobs after college, the third an- 
nual Vermont Tech Jam 3.0 on Oct. 15 
and 16, showed that the Green Moun- 
tain State has a lot to offer. 

Held in downtown Burlington last 
Friday and Saturday at the Main Street 
Landing Performing Arts Center, the 
jam boasted over 50 of Vermont’s top 
tech businesses. Each business ex- 
plained its job opportunities to those 
looking for work. 

The Tech Jam began in 2008 as the 
brain child of the Seven Days newspa- 
per staff. Its members had noticed that 
many recent college graduates were 
looking out of state for employment, 
even though there were many high 
paying jobs available in Vermont, said 





just been a big-ass party.” 





Cathy Resmer, an associate publisher 
and online editor for Seven Days, who 
helped organize the Tech Jam this year. 

“They don’t sell to people in Ver- 
mont. Most of their clients are out of 
state. In their niche they are special but 
to Vermonters they are unknown,” Res- 
mer said. 

Companies promote at the Tech 
Jam because it is an effective way to 
put a face to their company and listen to 
what the public is saying, said Jerome 
Gonyeau, marketing and sales coordi- 
nator at Burlington Telecom. 

“Tt’s a good networking opportu- 
nity,” Gonyeau said. “It demonstrates 
software innovations and creativity in 
technology that is in [the job-seeker’s] 
own back yard.” 

According to the Vermont Soft- 


ware Developers’ Alliance, an average 
salary for a job at a tech firm is $60,000 
a year, and for every tech job the firm 
hires six other people. 

“They need jobs that will support 
the computer programmers,’ Resmer 
said. 

Pete Estes, a senior at St. Michael’s, 
sees the Tech Jam as a solid way to work 
around the limited job market. 

“What is valuable about something 
like the Tech Jam is that it gets all these 
companies together during these hard 
economic times and gives job seekers 
something to look at,” Estes said. 

Big name companies such as Bur- 
ton, IBM and the National Aeronautics 
and Space Association were at the event 
to promote their job opportunities. Julie 
Simonelli, a Burton recruiter, said she 
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own judgment.” 





eton Tech Show 


sees the jam as a way to keep jobs in 
state. 

“We want to make sure you guys 
don’t graduate and just hit the road,” Si- 
monelli said. 

The tech jam was also a great learn- 
ing opportunity for those not yet inter- 
ested in employment. NASA was there 
to show younger students that pursuing 
math and sciences can be both benefi- 
cial and worthwhile, said Angela Sto- 
rey, an employee at the Marshall Space 
Flight Center in Alabama. 

The Vermont Tech Jam 3.0 ulti- 
mately proved that Vermont is not bar- 
ren when it comes to jobs, Gonyeau 
said. 

“We are known for farms, cheese 
and Ben and Jerry’s. Then — bang! We 
have biotech firms here,” he said. 





Rock the Vote: Music Meets Politics 


By Gerhard Meyer 
Staff Writer 


With a statewide election 
year in full swing, a new St. 
Michael’s student group, De- 
mocracy Matters, is putting on 
an event that promises to spice 
up politics. 

On Nov. 1 in Eddie’s 
Lounge, Democracy Matters 
will host the first official Rock 
the Vote; an event combining 
live music and politics. 

Democracy Matters is led 
by senior political science ma- 
jor Mae Quilty, who is current- 
ly an intern for the program. 

“Democracy Matters is a 
non-partisan, student-based, 
national organization that fo- 
cuses on getting money out of 
politics and people back in,” 
Quilty said. 

As the founder of the St. 
Michael’s group, Quilty is in 
charge of planning events like 
Rock the Vote. 

“Rock the Vote, as a na- 
tional organization, is choosing 


to use music as a way of getting 
the word out about voting,” 

Quilty said. “It doesn’t have to 
mean that the lyrics are about 
voting, but just a way of tying 
together music and democracy 
and using that as a way to en- 
courage people to come out.” 

Junior Nicki Ainsworth, a 
political science major, said she 
believes that the combination 
of music and politics works 
well in a college setting. 

“For young people stuff 
like that is definitely a good 
idea,” Ainsworth said. 

The concert will be free 
and open to everyone, she said. 
There are some acts already 
scheduled, but the group is still 
welcoming other musicians. 

“T expect to have a blast 
performing, and I’m anticipat- 
ing a huge turnout at the Rock 
the Vote concert,” said junior 
Caley Gervais, who will be 
playing at the event. 

Gervais plays acoustic 
guitar, and plans on perform- 


ing some folk and indie favor- 
ites. 

The event is scheduled to 
go until 9:30 p.m., but Quilty 
is considering opening up the 
stage to anyone if the crowd 
stays longer. 

“There’s going to be little 
bits of educational information 
in between the bands, but it’s 
mostly just to have a good time 
and to remember how impor- 
tant the democratic process 1s,” 
she said. 

Quilty said there will be 
no political pressures at the 
event. 

“Tt’s all about voting. It 
doesn’t matter who you’re vot- 
ing for, it doesn’t matter what 
political party you support, it’s 
totally a non-partisan event,” 
Quilty said. “It is about encour- 
aging people to understand that 
every single vote counts, and 
that especially at this age, we 
need to be involved in formu- 
lating our future and the future 
leaders of our country.” 








Photo by Bo ry Gaglini 


Mae Quilty holds a Democracy Matters banner in Eddie’s Lounge 
where Rock the Vote will take place. 


The group will be putting 
out basic information on the po- 
sitions of each candidate, with 
no preferences. There will be 
a poster at the event on which 
participants are encouraged to 
sign their name as a pledge to 


vote the next day. 

Since Democracy Matters 
is a national group, the Rock 
the Vote schedule can be ac- 
cessed through the events page 
online at rockthevote.org. 





What Does It Take to Be in Phi Beta Kappa? 


By Elizabeth Murray 
Staff Writer 


The Phi Beta Kappa National 
Headquarters has just released a num- 
ber of stipulations that could make get- 
ting into the liberal arts honors society 
even more competitive. 


St. Michael’s College is one offtres 
colleges in Vermont with a chapter of 
the liberal arts honors society, Phi Beta 
Kappa, along with Middlebury College 
and the University of Vermont. St. Mi- 
chael’s has had its chapter, the Cae 





chapter, since 2004. 


The minimum requirement is to take a 
math course, and those considered must 


have either taken a college course with — 
the MA prefix or earned an advanced — 
placement score of four or five in cal- 

—culus. 
_ whether « or not the student has complet / 
ed the two-course language require 
ment, if the student has studied abroad, 





Phi Beta Kappa also loo 


and the breadth of courses the studen 


“It’s the most prestigious acadeage _ blin, 


honors society,” said Jennifer Niebling, 


vice president of Phi Beta Kappa Gam- 
ma.. 

Each year, Phi Beta Kappa consid- 
ers the top 15 percent of seniors and 
top 2 percent of juniors for induction. 


rs ths credits ordinarily required for 


bachelor’s degree. With the new 4-4 


Sal 












curriculum (four courses, four credits 
each per semester), this would mean 24 
out of the 32 courses required for grad- 
uation would have to be grounded in the 
liberal arts and sciences. 

English professor William Mar- 
quess, the secretary of Phi Beta Kappa 
Gamma, said he had mixed feelings 
about this stipulation at first, but he 


eventually came to accept it. It could. 
completely rule out certain majors from 





being accepted, he said, 
“We're not eed for good sfodenks.” 









ing ft liketo week unti all 
ks are worked out of the new 4-4 
curriculum before making the final de- 
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cision on that stipulation, she said. 

“Once we see the actual number 
of courses that students have to take in 
their given field, then I think I can make 
a better judgment as to if these should 
be appropriate,” Niebling said. 

The third stipulation would double 
the number of language courses re- 
quired for eligibility of induction to Phi 


_ Beta Kappa from two to four courses. 


Senior computer science major 


‘Michael Commo, one of the four ju- 


niors inducted to Phi Beta Kappa last 
year, said if this stipulation was passed, 
many of the possible student candidates 
for Phi Beta pePpa would be language 
mae . 





(See: PHI BETA KAPPA page 23) 
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4 “My most memorable Halloween cos 
7 tume was when | was 12, and it was 


| a milk carton.” 
Jacob Girard, 12 


“When | was six | was a white tiger.” 
Melissa Morrison, ’13 








| “When | was in fourth grade | was a 
| present under a Christmas tree. | had 
fake branches sticking out of a box 
that was wrapped and | had a battery- 
operated light.” 


Mallory Kakley, ’14 





Wanna find out whe these crazy kids are? Check out page 28. 


Sudoku 





“In fifth grade | was a man.” 
Megan VanGorden, 11 





“Freshman year in high school | wore 
a HazMat suit and everybody thought | 
was a sperm.” 

John Wall, 13 


BeBe eeS eS 
pe eles roelau ales | ‘ : ; 
3 ‘ “From first to fourth grade | fi 
was a rockin’ ninja.” 
| Nick Rucci, ’14 § 








| “One year | dressed in black. | 
| was the night.” 
| Devin Atcherley, ’12 





“When | was 10 | was a traffic : 
sign holder.” | 
Colin Marshall, ‘13 | 





sve “In fifth grade | was Harry Potter. | 
= Nad a lantern and Hedwig.” 
“x, Dan LaFond, 14 





*The numtors 1-9 must appear in every row, column, and box. 
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Students Connect sd Convicts 


By Lily Keyes 
Photo Editor 

Have you ever eaten dinner with a 
group of ex-convicts or played volley- 
ball with prisoners? The MOVE pro- 
gram connects students with prisoners 
and newly released prisoners through 
programs like Correctional Volleyball 
and Dismas House to provide a unique 
look at a seldom-seen part of the com- 
munity. 

Senior Jackie Thurnauer, a student 
leader of MOVE’s Temporary Relief 
program, said that the staff wanted to 
add another site to the program that was 
dealt with a different issue that was still 
based on alleviating hunger. 

Once released from prison, many 
people risk ending up homeless, Thur- 
nauer said. MOVE reached out to East 
Allen Dismas House in Winooski, a 
transition home focused on criminal re- 
entry, bringing newly released prison- 
ers back into society, she said. 

Richard Gagné, director of East 
Allen Dismas house, said that after 
prisoners fill out an application with 
their case workers, they go through 
three interviews with Dismas House 
staff, who also review their institu- 
tional file. Of those who live at Dismas 
House for at least a three month period, 
75 percent make a successful transition 
to the community, including living on 
their own and maintaining a job. 

“The kind of support we provide 
is not through counseling or classes 
or treatment. It’s the support through 
family-like community,” Gagné said. 

MOVE staffers bring three volun- 


teers to cook and eat dinner at Dismas 
House on the first Thursday of every 
month, Thurnauer said. She said she 
was nervous the first time she went to 
have dinner with the 20 male residents. 

“We didn’t know what to expect. 
Now, I don’t think of them as prison- 
ers,” she said. “They become familiar 
faces and they become people you care 
about.” 





“The kind of support we 
provide is not through 
counseling or classes or 
treatment. It’s the sup- 
port through family-like 
community” 


Richard Gagné 
Director of East Allen Dismas 
House 


The residents on kitchen duty so- 
cialize with students while they cook 
and offer a hand with the meal, Thur- 
nauer said. She recalls a mishap last 
year when she filled the entire kitchen 
with smoke, which resulted in a bond- 
ing experience for her and a resident. 

This year, when Thurnauer re- 
turned to Dismas House, she said that 
a resident teased her as the girl who al- 
most burned the house down. 

“Sometimes you need a break and 
just joke around with people,” she said. 
Thurnauer enjoys the prison humor in 


| think I’m 
allergic to 
St. Albans... 


; \ 
Y= to Dismas ous 
1 rcs time | go, 


iN break out... 


s 


particular, she said. 

“One guy told me, ‘I think I’m al- 
lergic to St. Albans. Every time I go 
there I break out in handcuffs,” she 
said. 

While some residents are willing 
to share their stories, for the most part, 
volunteers do not know what they have 
been in prison for, Thurnauer said. 

“We can kind of just think of them 
as people that we’re serving, people that 
we’re here to be with,” she said. ““We’re 
trying to just let people know that we 
are all basically the same.” 

Gagné explained that the experi- 
ence of being incarcerated brings with 
it a sense of being rejected. 

“You're not wanted, you’re sepa- 
rated, you’re not good,” he said. “Then 
the MOVE students show up and enter 
into these relationships.” 

The message behind this interac- 
tion is one of acceptance as opposed to 
rejection, Gagné said. 

“Tt’s hard to be in that position 





Cartoon by Lily Keyes 


where you see them as just like every- 
body else,” Thurnauer said. 

First-year Matt Nault, who said he 
had to sign up for a MOVE event after 
getting written up, chose Correctional 
Volleyball. Before going to the game, 
Nault admitted that he expected to be 
intimidated by the convicts. After go- 
ing through numerous security guards 
and searches before actually getting in- 
side the gymnasium at the Chittenden 
County Correctional Facility, he said 
he was surprised by the prisoners’ at- 
titudes. 

“Considering they were in jail, it 
seemed like they had a lot of energy,” 
Nault said. 

Thurnauer stressed the importance 
of meeting these kinds of people out- 
side of one’s social circle, for students 
as well as for prisoners. 

“College is not just about going to 
class and getting good grades,” she said. 
“Tt’s important, but it’s not everything, 
especially at St. Mike’s.” 





PHI BETA KAPPA 


(Continued from page 21) 


“If you didn’t have [Phi Beta 
Kappa] as a goal in the first place, you 
wouldn’t take four languages and you 
wouldn’t be inducted just because you 
don’t meet the requirements,” Commo 
said. “I mean, if this change is occur- 
ring, St. Mike’s would have do some 


marketing to actually put out the fact 
that you need to do more than the mini- 
mum to be inducted.” 

Marquess was more torn on the de- 
cision than Commo because of his love 
for the languages, he said. 

“T speak French and Italian and I 
urge students to study languages if at 
all possible,’ Marquess said. “But it 


seemed to be another way to make it 
very difficult for strong students, say 
in the sciences, to qualify. We already 
have a language requirement for Phi 
Beta Kappa. Let’s not raise it.” 

St. Michael’s chapter of Phi Beta 
Kappa has since sent their feedback on 
the stipulations to the National Head- 
quarters, but the stipulations will not be 
voted upon until 2012. 

In the meantime, Marquess said 
those who are inclined toward the lib- 
eral arts should study hard if they want 
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to get inducted to Phi Beta Kappa. 

“How do you get to Carnegie 
Hall?” Marquess said. “Practice, prac- 
tice, practice.” 


Phi Beta Kappa will be hosting a 
public lecture by Harvard University 
history Professor Michael McCormick 
on Novy. 18, 2010. The lecture, “Climate 
Change and the Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire,” will be held at 7 pm. in McCa- 
rthy Recital Hall. 





FEATURES 
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Leaving Everything on the Ice: 70 Apply, 28 Chosen 


Dreams are made and crushed in an ee competitive battle to make the men's hockey roster 


Tim McDonnell 
Sports Editor 


Men’s hockey has proved to be one 
of the most admired sports to play at St. 
Michael’s College. The Knights have 
won a Division II national champion- 
ship and five NE-10 Championships 
(twice in the last three years), and the 
success has created a reputation that al- 
lows the team to draw athletes from all 
over the U.S. and Canada. 

As the squad prepares for its 2010- 
2011 season, it must first go through 
a grueling tryout process in which 70 
players will compete for 28 roster spots. 
Head coach Chris Davidson compared 
the process to a double edged sword. 

“Tt’s good because you see that a 
lot of people care for the sport and want 
to play, as well as be a component of 
their education here,” Davidson said. 
“Tt’s bad because I’m the one who takes 
away someone’s dream. I don’t really 
enjoy that part.” 

Davidson enjoys the system in 
which anyone is allowed to tryout he 
said. Also, it is spread out so players 
can showcase their skills to the coach- 
ing staff over a two-week period. Da- 
vidson acknowledged that the growing 
number of top quality players coming to 
St. Michael’s has been key to the teams 
recent success. 

“Tn a short period of time we have 
done really well and I think people want 
to be a part of that,’ Davidson said. 
“They notice what kind of academics 
we have and the competition which we 
play against so it is a great place to play 
hockey.” 

St. Michael’s competes in Division 
II college hockey, which includes six 
teams all in the NE-10 Conference. The 
school does not offer any hockey schol- 
arships, which promotes an aggressive- 
ness in trying to make the team, junior 
forward Brady Earle said. 

“Every returning player knows that 
they are not safe. Every position is up 
for grabs,” Earle said. “It makes every- 


one work that much harder to make the 
roster.” 

Adam Shemory, a sophomore from 
Ohio did not make the team last year 
but decided to join the junior varsity 
squad. The chance to play hockey at 
St. Michael’s strongly influenced his 
decision to attend school here. He also 
admitted that the competitive mentality 
takes over every player during tryouts. 

“Tt’s a dog-eat-dog world; you want 
guys to do well but in the back of every- 
one’s mind youre all fighting for that 
spot,’ Shemory said. “It’s a good thing 
because you have to work. Coach will 
definitely cut someone if he feels they 
don’t deserve it.” 

Shemory said when he arrived at 
school the recruiting process was dif- 
ferent from what he expected. Many 
students who come to play do not real- 
ize how many other athletes here want 
the same thing, and it takes a toll on 
them mentally, he said. 3 

“It’s a mind game once you get to 
school. You didn’t know that there were 
20 other guys who got recruited,” Sh- 
emory said. “Guys show up at tryouts 





Photo by Bobby Gaglini 
Players compete in an offense and defense drill during the first day of tryouts on 
October 15. 


and start stressing and worrying. and 
maybe re-think about their decision to 
come here and play.” 

Shemory added that although the 
tryout process is difficult, players who 
get cut and play on the junior varsity 
team are still considered one team unit 
with the varsity. Everyone supports 
each other, he said. 

According to Davidson, Division 
II recruiting standards are a bit tougher 
than those for the Division III schools 
that the Knights mainly face-off against 
during the season. 

In what has become a trend, after 
a student graduates from high school, 
he either continues playing at a prepara- 
tory school or plays junior hockey for a 
set number of years. 

In Division II, players have a 14 
month grace period to matriculate to a 
college, only giving them one extra year 
to play hockey if they wish to have at 
least four years of eligibility in college. 
In Division III, however, athletes are al- 
lowed to play up to two years of hockey 
after high school (either preparatory or 
juniors), and still have four years left to 
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play at a school. 

There is still the option for a high 
school player to go straight to college 
and not take an extra year of playing, 
but it is very rare Associate Athletic Di- 
rector Zaf Bludevich said. 

“Typically, most kids go to prep 
school or- play juniors where everyone 
is older, so for the high school kid who 
wants to play, it is almost impossible,” 
Bludevich said. “He could conceivably 
be playing against 23 or 24 year-olds 
when he is 18.” 

Bludevich said that the recognition 
for the hockey team has been beneficial 
for the athletic department as a whole. 
Sometimes, he said, high school ath- 
letes think the transition to college is 
easy, when in fact they do not under- 
stand the time commitment required. 

“Unless you are a phenomenal high 
school player who has been recruited, 
it’s very difficult to be able to play,” 
Bludevich said. “I think coming from 
high school and trying out is great, but 
typically you’re a year younger and 
have a year less of experience. It’s not 
impossible, but it.is very difficult.” 





University, and ¥ vs. the Uni- 
vee of New — ay 





head coach Chris David- 
son enters his fourth season 
he has led the Knights to 
two NE-10 Championships. 


POn Dec. 28, the Knights 
host an exhibition game vs. 
the U.S. National University 
Team. 








Youth and Determination Propel Purple Knights 


Men’s and women’s cross country teams race toward the homestretch 


Peter Hanson 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s College men’s 
and women’s cross country teams have 
passed the midway point of the season 
and hope that the strong start will help 
them sprint to a win. 

After both teams finished fourth 
in the first meet of the season at the 
UVM Invitational, in early September, 
racing against three other Division I 
schools, they have progressed through 
-ahard training schedule consisting of 
running many miles a week. 

Junior co-captain Tom Perekslis 
said each runner pushes themselves as 
hard as they can without being injured. 
He has run every day for the past 50 
days. 

“We run and sometimes go to 
the gym to get some weight training,” 
Perekslis said. “It depends on our fit- 
ness level.” 

Although runners work together 
as a team, cross country racing deals 
with competing against one’s own self, 
junior Brooke Pagnotta said. 

“A lot of it is about personal goals 
and trying to beat our last times,” she 
said. 

For both the men’s and the wom- 
en’s teams, the hard work has paid off. 
At the Vermont State Championships, 
the women’s team finished second out 
of seven schools while the men’s team 
placed third out of ten schools. 

Both players and coaches said the 
biggest event of the year so far has 
been the New England Championships 
_ that took place on Oct. 9 at Franklin 
Park in Boston. The best schools in 
New England from Divisions I, II and 
II] came together to compete in the 
areas biggest meet. 

The women’s team finished 43rd 
and the men’s team, 45th. First-year 
Gabrielle Naranja was the first Purple 
Knight to cross the finish line for the 
women’s meet with a time of 19:35 in 
the five kilometer race. Sam Brigham, 


another first year, had the best time 
out the men’s team finishing the eight 
kilometer race in 28:18. 

Both Pagnotta and Perekslis 
referenced the first-years as being part 
of the talented youth that the men’s 
and women’s team have acquired this 
season. 

“We have a lot of young talent 
that has raced well and that can be 
built on over the years.” Perekslis said. 

Men’s head coach Joe Connelly is 
in his tenth season at St. Michael’s and 
loves the challenge of racing against 
the top schools in the area. He believes 
that it pushes his players to run harder. 

“T always think you should com- 
pete at the highest level,” Connelly 
said. “It lets us know where we are 
and where we aspire to be.” 

Connelly enjoys watching his 





Photo by Lily Keyes 
Sophomore Colin Delaney is closely followed by first-year teammate Sam Brigham 
at the St. Michael’s Invitational on Oct. 22. 


team compete with each other because 
they finish with similar times. 

“A lot of years we have a hierar- 
chy, but this year we have six or seven 
guys who can finish in the top two.” 
Connelly said. 

Up next for both teams are the 
NE-10 championships. On Nov. 7, the 
best runners from each team in the 
conference will compete at Stonehill 
College in Easton, Mass. Both teams 
will look to compete and finish in the 
top five for the conference. 

Perekslis said if a member of ei- 
ther team does well enough at the NE- 
10 championships then they can move 
to the NCAA regionals, in Franklin 
Park, where the New England Champi- 
onships took place. 
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SPORTS 


Women’s Soccer 
Eliminated Before 
Playoffs Begin 


Alexandra Smith 
Staff Writer 


The women’s varsity soccer team 
had a successful and drastically differ- 
ent season than in previous years de- 
spite the devastating 2-1 loss they suf- 
fered Tuesday against St. Rose. 

The loss mathematically eliminat- 
ed them from playoff contention but the 
game’s outcome is far from a reflection 
of the team’s season. 

“T thought our kids were absolutely 
brilliant,’ head coach Marcel Cho- 
quette said. “Two very dubious calls, 
one not going our way and one not be- 
ing awarded and that really was the dif- 
ference in the game. I don’t believe they 
lost the game but the game was taken 
from them. We took the number one 
team of the country, and we just took 
them right to the end.” 

This year the team focused on car- 
diovascular fitness, as well as strength 
and conditioning to improve their per- 
formance during their preseason. 

“Athletically, this is the most gifted 
team I’ve had in the 10 years ’ve been 
here. We continue to believe we get bet- 
ter every single year,’ Choquette said. 
“We are in the top third in every defen- 
sive category in the conference level 
and it’s the first time since 1991 that 
we’ve won three consecutive games in 
the conference.” 

The three consecutive wins make 
this the longest winning streak for the 
team.’ Of the 16 matches played so far 
this year, 14 were decided by a goal or 
less, according to the St. Michael’s Col- 
lege website. 


(See WOMEN’S SOCCER page 27) 
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: Photos by Bobby Gaglini 
Above: The women’s basketball team listens to head coach Jennifer Niebling during a practice on Oct. 21. Below: Junior Caitlin Quinn and the rest of the 
team line up to run wind sprints at the same practice. 


Women’s Basketball on Road to Redemption 


Chris Elbag 
Staff Writer 


The disappointing record of the St. 
Michael’s College women’s basketball 
team last year doesn’t tell the whole 
story of the 2009-10 squad. 

The Purple Knights remained 
competitive in one of the toughest con- 
ferences in all of Division IJ. Seven 
losses from the team’s 9-16 record last 
year were decided by six points or less. 
However, this year’s team has rejuve- 
nated and is looking to win some of 
those close games this season. 

Jennifer Niebling is at the helm 
for her eighth year as head coach of the 
Purple Knights. Niebling is optimistic 
that her team is ready to compete. 

“Tt comes down to making one 
shot. There is no doubt that we will be 
in many close games and at the end of 
the game you have to be on the same 
page,” Niebling said. “There is a lot you 
can do at the end of the game that can 
result in a win or a loss.” 

Niebling feels comfortable when it 


comes to the four seniors who are lead- 
ing her team, she said. 

Seniors Marilyn Ferreira, Meaghan 
McCormack, Logan Pintka and Mandy 
Scott will provide the experience and 
balance needed in order for the Purple 
Knights to accomplish their goals, Nie- 
bling said. 

“You have the funny one, the seri- 
ous one, the compassionate one, and the 
very competitive one,” Niebling said. 
“They’re all different in their own way, 
but they cover all of the bases.” 

Caitlin Quinn, a junior from 
Oakdale, Conn., is looking forward to 
the opportunity of leading as an upper- 
classman, she said. 

“Now I know what to expect and 
how the process goes and I will be look- 
ing to take on more of a role as a leader,” 
Quinn said. 

Quinn said she is optimistic about 
the new season approaching. 

“We brought in some good shoot- 
ers and we have a lot of athleticism and 
quickness with our guards and in the 
post,” Quinn said. “We have good play- 


ers that can fill in when necessary, but 
we just have to work together and work 
out all of the kinks right now.” 

This season three first-years have 
been added to the roster. Niebling says 
she has been extremely pleased with 
their work ethic and how easily they 
were each able to catch on, she said. 

First-year Kaitlin Geary of Milton, 
Vt. is excited to suit up for the Purple 
Knights and about the opportunity to 
play so close to home, she said. 

“The whole experience is kinda 
surreal so far,’ Geary said. “I think it’s 
really cool that my family and friends 
can come watch me play. It’s a really 
cool feeling to be a hometown girl and 
make it here.” 

The Purple Knights will take their 
first steps toward a successful season 
on Oct. 30 when they take on Norwich 
University in an exhibition contest at 
home in the Ross Sports Center. The 
team will officially begin the regular 
season with an away contest against the 
River Hawks of UMass Lowell on Nov. 
LT: 
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Senior Katie Murphy dribbles down the field last season before her injury. 


WOMEN’S SOCCER (continued from page 25) 


“A lot of people think of 
accomplishment as winning 
games but I think that our team 
has accomplished a lot through 
our team chemistry and bond- 
ing,” junior Teal Bryan said. 
“We have a really close-knit 
team and I’d say that we’ve 
definitely grown to understand 
each other on and off the field. 
We have learned to read each 
other which has helped us 
become a stronger team as a 
whole.” 

’ After many grass stains 
and close games, the team will 
say good-bye to their seniors, 
Jenn Senecal, Liz Freiberger, 


Mary Diebold, and Katie Mur- 
phy — who was out for the sea- 
son with a torn ACL. 

“The four seniors that are 
going to graduate are really go- 
ing to leave a big hole in how 
they’ve led the team this year,’ 
Choquette said. “They’ve re- 
ally grown as athletes, leaders 
and as people. They really, re- 
ally ae the personality of the 
group.” 

Al Pheribes freshman 
year during our fitness test. 
Marcel had all of my class, six 
or seven of us, on the track,” 
senior Mary Diebold said. “He 
was like, “You guys are the 


Men's soccer vs. Stonehill, 0. m. 
Volleyball @ UMass-Lowell, 7 p.m. 


vig bat Oct. 129: 


Fi eld hockey vs. Merrimack, 3 p.m. | 


” “Field tfockey: vs. Assumption, 3 p.m. 
Men’s soccer vs. Franklin Pierce, noon 


start of a new page, a turning 
point for this program.’ I still 
remember that. We’ve come a 
long way.” 

With one more regular 
season game against New Ha- 
ven, the team hopes to come 
out on top with a win to end 
the seniors’ collegiate soccer 
career On a positive note. 

“We are going to go at 
them and at them and at them 
and at them. We are going 
with one thing on our minds: 
find a way to win,” Choquette 
said. “Our whole ambition is 
to relentlessly attack the whole 
ninety minutes.” 


__ Artwork by Erica Friede 
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Missing Link 


The St. Michael’s athletic 
department is lacking one of 
the most important elements 
needed to win at the college 
level. We have the talent, 
coaching, and facilities, but 
something is still missing from 
the formula. 

St. Michael’s needs a full- 
time strength and conditioning 
coach if we want to develop a 
winning and well recognized 
program. While we have a 
weight room, it lacks the essen- 
tial requirements in equipment 
and space; athletes can still 
use those resources to become 
stronger, faster and fit. Unlike 
Division I and a handful of Di- 
vision II schools, St. Michael’s 
does not have an assigned 
coach to help.athletes train. 

It may seem unnecessary 
but the bottom line is that with- 
out a coach to teach athletes 
how to properly lift and train 
during the off-seasons we can- 
not expect to compete and do 
well against the growing oppo- 
sition that the school plays. 

Players often become lazy 
and uninspired to take their 
own time to go to the gym. If 
we had a coach to cover that, 
teams could lift and condition 
as a unit with a well thought- 
out plan, similar to a manda- 
tory practice. 

Some teams, like men’s 
soccer and men’s ice hockey 
have gone outside the school to 
pay someone to help the team 
become physically stronger. It 
is ridiculous that they are us- 
ing their own money for some- 
thing that St. Michael’s should 
be providing to teach teams to 
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learn to weight lift and train 
safely. 

Paul Chapman, the head 
strength and _ conditioning 
coach at the University of New 
Hampshire said that schools 
without physical sports train- 
ers are at a disadvantage. 

“Tt bridges the gap be- 
tween off-season training and 
developing overall athleticism. 
Coaches realize someone’s in 
place year round to help the 
team get better,” he said. “Re- 
cruiting wise you can attract 
quality athletes, even if there 
is a small weight room they see 
someone is there to help them 
become better player.” 

A strength coach would 
play a vital role in taking the 
athletic department to the next 
level of winning and being 
contenders in the NE-10 year 
in and year out regardless of the 
sport. Athletes would be able to 
learn the proper techniques for 
lifting and conditioning, teams 
would gain physically with 
programs designed for their 
specific sport, and athletes 
would have correct nutritional 
knowledge. 

Right now, just over half 
of the teams St. Michael’s 
plays against in the NE-10 have 
a strength and conditioning 
coach. Those schools have al- 
ready realized the importance 
of getting stronger, faster and 
overall better shape than their 
competition, when will ours? 


Tim McDonnell is a junior 
Journalism major. Contact him 
at tmcdonnell@smcvt.edu. 
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Horoscopes 


By Eda Maria LaPlaca 


Aries (March 21 - April 19) Keep your guard up, Aries, 
You want to trust everyone, but realize that you can’t. You have 
been let down recently, but your luck is about to change. 


Taurus (Apri! 20 - May 20) You have choices to make 
and so far you haven’t been making the right ones. We no 
longer feel sorry for you, Taurus. Grow up. 


Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Luck is on your side this 
week. Go with it and gamble a little. Good luck. 


Cancer (June 21- July 22) Feeling blah this week? There 
have been a few bumps in the road lately, but nothing too life- 
changing. Keep the faith and keep working hard. 














Leo (July 23 —Aug. 22) You may be doubting a close friend 
this week. Keep the lines of communication nie open, but 
remember to follow your instincts. 








Virgo (Aug. 23 — Sept. 22) A major opportunity is sitting 
right on your doorstep. Investigate a little before yeu commit. 
Things are looking good! 





Libra (Sept. 23 — Oct. 22) One word to describe you this 
week: selfish. News flash: the world does not revolve around 
you so please get it through your pretty, little head. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23 — Nov. 21) People are gossiping about 
you and you really deserve it. Lay off the drama and focus 
some of that attention elsewhere; otherwise, all eyes will be 
on you...and not in a good way. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22 — Dec. 21) Life is great for you 
right now. You are feeling pretty content. It might be the calm 
before the storm so appreciate it while it lasts. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) Your crush is starting 
to see you in a different light. Before you know it, your in- 
credible personality and amazing good looks will be all they 
can think about. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20 — Feb. 18) Your commitment to pro- 
crastination is astonishing. We have no words for you. © 


Pisces (Feb. 19 — March 20) Although you are tempted to 
make some big life plans right now, hold off for a little bit. It 
will be worth it to wait. 
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Answer from page 22. x 
Left to Right: Eddie DiDonato ’11, Pj Mondani ’11, Justin DiMatteo ’11, and Max Harden 11. 





Knight of the Week: Leah Allen 


Class of 2013 | English | Hometown: Milford, Mass. 








Q: What did you want to be when you were little? 
A: A combination of Julie Andrews and Harriet the 


Spy. 
Q: What is your most embarrassing moment ever? 
A: Almost running over a small child while roller 


blading in Target. 


Q: What is your favorite thing about yourself? 


A: My ridiculous knowledge of random movies and 


musicians. 


Q: What is your earliest memory? 


A: Visiting my dad at work and seeing a bathtub _ 


full of toys in the waiting room. 


Q: What are you passionate about? 
A: Languages, history and music. 


Q: Happiest moment of your life? 

A: Winning first place in a music festival for a song 
that we struggled so hard with in band my senior 
year of high school. 


Q: What is your guilty pleasure? 


.| A: Various summer pop jams. 





Q: Favorite Alliot meal? 
A: The good old-fash- 
ioned turkey sandwich. | 
I’m not too picky. 


Q: What is your favorite 
season and why? 


ay 3 


| A: Fall because I love the wind and cade: ee 
‘leaves. And, of course, Halloween and Thanks _ : 
giving are awesome. 


. Q: Any weird talents? 


A: ’'m.a mean origami-ist and cross stitcher. I 


can also play the ukulele. _ 


Q: What part of society needs to be cleaned. 
up? 
A: Xenophobia all over the country. 


Q: Favorite professor? 


A: Professor Tumulty. He pretty much canes 


my entire outlook on the world. 


Q: Where is your blood line originally from? 
A: Ireland, France, Finland and some Swedish 
and Scottish. I’m a mutt. 
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